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Why Dental Therapy

• Discovered a need for 
better access to dental 
care in the Community

• National Indian Health 
Board Dental Therapy 
Initiative

• Monthly Dental 
Therapy Conference 
Calls and expanded 
understanding of 
Dental Therapy



Why Dental Therapy

• Oneida Nation supports 
Dental Therapy 

• Discovered Oneida’s 
oral challenges 

• Wait times at Oneida 
are about 6-7 months

• Patient visits-to-dentist 
ratio is over five times 
higher than IHS 
standards



Oral Challenges in Indian 

Country



Oral Challenges in Indian Country

• 71.3% of American Indian/Alaskan Native children 
aged 3-5 have tooth decay.

• 86% of American Indian/Alaskan Native children 
between 6-9 year of age had a history of decay in 
their primary permanent teeth, compared to 56% 
of children in the general US population.

• 47% of 6-9-year-old American Indian/Alaskan 
Native children had untreated decay compared to 
17% of 6-9-year-old children in the general US 
population.



Oral Challenges in Indian Country

• American Indian/Alaskan Native adult dental 
patients suffer disproportionately higher rates of 
untreated tooth decay, with twice the prevalence 
as the general US population and more than any 
other racial/ethic group.  

• About 83% of American Indian/Alaskan Native adult 
patients aged 40-64 years have lost at least one 
permanent tooth compared to 66% of the general 
US population of the same age.
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Oral Challenges in Wisconsin

• Wisconsin ranks near the 
bottom in access to 
dental care for low 
income children

• Dental Therapy will 
increase access to dental 
care for underserved area 
in Wisconsin

• There are 1.2 million 
residents who live in 
dental shortage areas

• 64 of the 72 counties face 
dental shortages

• 1 million residents rely on 
Medicaid for dental 
benefits, only 37% of 
dentists in WI accept 
Medicaid patients

• WI ranks 45th of all states 
in the number of 
Medicaid children who 
saw a dentist in 2017



Oral Challenges in Wisconsin

• Wisconsin has 8 CODA 
accredited dental hygiene 
schools 

• In 2015, hospitals in 
Wisconsin reported that over 
41,000 emergency room 
visits could have been 
prevented with proper 
dental care which resulted in 
nearly $25 million in hospital 
charges



Wisconsin Tribal 

Dental Therapy 

Initiative



Wisconsin Tribal Dental Therapy 
Initiative



Wisconsin Tribal Dental Health 

Data
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Data Collection



Survey Results

• 11 Responses from 7 different Tribes

• Responses came from Elected Officials, Health 
Directors/Staff, Dental Directors/Specialists, 
Epidemiologist 

• 81.8% operate one dental clinic, 18.2% operate 
four or more dental clinics



Survey Results
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1SPOP-tcfHQibcvZsZZFKabf4u1IvDSDuWjB6lPIZxQ4/edit#responses

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1SPOP-tcfHQibcvZsZZFKabf4u1IvDSDuWjB6lPIZxQ4/edit#responses
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Survey Results: Biggest Dental Health 
Issues Facing Patients

• Long wait times

• Advanced Periodontist

• Availability of Appointments

• Not participating in Routine and Preventative 
Maintenance 

• Early Childhood tooth decay

• Patient compliance

• Lack of services i.e. braces, dentures, crowns, etc.

• Lack of infrastructure

• Health Issues (diabetes) and dental phobia



Survey Results: Other 
Comment

Hard to find providers 
and support staff who 
want to work and live in 
rural areas



Survey Results
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Advocacy

• Testimony

• Participation in WI 
Dental Therapy 
Coalition

• Partnership with NIHB

• Participate in Media 
Campaign with Co-
Sponsors of legislation

• Round Table 
Discussions with WI 
Tribes
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